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FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PAPERS
INTERNATIONAL ONLINE SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE
Sharenting and Children’s Rights in European and East African Perspectives
Organised within the GUARDIAN project
	20–21 November 2026
hybrid conference · broadcast from Szczecin
Pwani University (Kilifi, Kenya) • University of Szczecin (Szczecin, Poland)



We warmly invite experienced scholars and early-career researchers, doctoral candidates, students, teachers, educators, practitioners working in education, care, culture, media and public administration, representatives of non-governmental organisations, as well as parents and everyone interested in children’s safety in the digital environment, to take part in the international online scientific conference organised jointly by Pwani University in Kilifi (Kenya) and the University of Szczecin (Poland) within the GUARDIAN project “Growing online – how to protect our children in the digital world?” (HORIZON-MSCA-2023-SE-01, No. 101182798).
Childhood increasingly begins online, long before a child first reaches for a screen. Ultrasound scans, first steps, school achievements and family crises find their way onto social media through parents, grandparents, carers and, not infrequently, schools and institutions. Sharenting – adults sharing a child’s image and personal information online – is no longer a private family matter. It has become a phenomenon where children’s rights, digital ethics, family life, education and law meet; and with the rise of recommendation algorithms and generative artificial intelligence, a child’s image, once published, takes on a life over which the parent no longer has control.
The phenomenon is global, but its faces are local. It looks different in Poland, Czechia or the United Kingdom, and different again in Kenya, where the rapid growth of mobile internet meets distinct traditions of communal child-rearing, different family patterns and a different legal context. This is why the conference will bring together researchers and practitioners from both continents online, so that the voices of East Africa and Europe are heard on equal terms.
The conference will be held entirely online. It is co-hosted by Pwani University in Kilifi and the University of Szczecin, with the technical hub and live broadcast based at the Institute of Pedagogy, University of Szczecin. All participants may present a paper or a poster and take part in the discussion. Session times will be given in both East Africa Time (EAT, UTC+3) and Central European Time (CET, UTC+1).
AIMS OF THE CONFERENCE
1. to present research on sharenting and digital childhood conducted in Europe and East Africa;
1. to compare the cultural, social and legal contexts of children’s presence online;
1. to share experience of educational and preventive work with parents, children and teachers;
1. to discuss the methodology and ethics of research involving children;
1. to offer doctoral candidates and early-career researchers from both continents a platform for their academic debut;
1. to strengthen research collaboration among the GUARDIAN partners and with new institutions.
SUGGESTED THEMATIC AREAS
The conference is interdisciplinary. We welcome contributions from education, psychology, sociology, media studies, law, security studies, cultural and religious studies, and computer science. Suggested topics include:
1. Sharenting in cross-cultural perspective – parents’ practices, motivations and attitudes in Poland, Czechia, the United Kingdom, Kenya and beyond; family, community and diaspora.
1. The child’s voice – what children think about their presence online; participatory research, drawings, interviews, focus groups; the child’s right to be heard.
1. Children’s rights in the digital environment – privacy, image, digital identity, consent; the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and General Comment No. 25, the GDPR and UK GDPR, Kenya’s Data Protection Act 2019, national regulations.
1. New faces of sharenting – algorithmic and generative sharenting, deepfakes, the monetisation of childhood, kidfluencers, grandsharenting, institutional sharenting (schools, kindergartens, clubs, churches).
1. Education and prevention – media education at school, work with parents, teachers’ digital competences, good practices and evidence of their effectiveness.
1. Psychological and social consequences – the digital footprint and identity development, child well-being, family relationships, cyberbullying and secondary use of children’s images.
1. Children in religious spaces – the voice of religious leaders, online Sunday school, faith and children’s practices.
1. Responsibility of platforms and the state – child-centred service design, content moderation, public policy, the role of NGOs and local community leaders.
1. Methodology and ethics of research with children – consent, safeguarding, representation of minors, comparative research between the Global North and the Global South.
1. From research to recommendations – translating findings into guidance for parents, schools, legislators and technology designers.
This list is open – we encourage new and original perspectives.
EARLY-CAREER RESEARCHERS’ SESSION
We extend a special invitation to doctoral candidates and early-career researchers. The programme will include a doctoral session run jointly by doctoral candidates of Pwani University and the University of Szczecin, with commentary from senior researchers from the project’s partner countries.
KEY DATES
	25 October 2026
	deadline for registration and abstracts

	02 November 2026
	notification of acceptance

	16 November 2026
	conference programme announced

	20–21 November 2026
	conference


PRACTICAL INFORMATION
	Format
	online, via a videoconferencing platform (the link will be sent to registered participants)

	Hosts
	Institute of Pedagogy, University of Szczecin (Poland) – technical hub and broadcast · Pwani University, Kilifi (Kenya) – co-host

	Conference language
	English

	Presentation formats
	paper (up to 15 minutes), poster, panel contribution

	Submission
	abstract (up to 300 words, in English) and a short biographical note (up to 100 words)

	Publication
	a peer-reviewed, open-access post-conference publication is planned


Participation in the conference is free of charge.
	The conference is funded under the project:
EU funding: Grant Agreement No. 101182798
Acronym: GUARDIAN
Call: HORIZON-MSCA-2023-SE-01 (Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions, Staff Exchanges)
Project title: Growing online – how to protect our children in the digital world?
Duration: 1 January 2025 – 31 December 2028


SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Conference Coordinators
1. Prof. Stephen Muoki Joshua – Pwani University, Kilifi, Kenya
1. Assoc. Prof. Elżbieta Perzycka-Borowska – University of Szczecin, Poland
Members
1. Assoc. Prof. Eunika Baron-Polańczyk – University of Zielona Góra, Poland
1. Dr Anna Brosch – University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland (GUARDIAN project coordinator)
1. Assoc. Prof. Tomáš Čech – Palacký University Olomouc, Czechia
1. Dr Dorcas Chebet – Pwani University, Kilifi, Kenya
1. Dr Tsawe-Munga Chidongo – Pwani University, Kilifi, Kenya
1. Prof. Wanyenda Leonard Chilimo – Pwani University, Kilifi, Kenya
1. Prof. Jiří Dostál – Palacký University Olomouc, Czechia
1. Prof. Jarek Janio – Santa Ana College, USA
1. Prof. Barbara Kromolicka – University of Szczecin, Poland
1. Prof. Włodzimierz Mier-Jędrzejowicz – Polish University Abroad in London, United Kingdom
1. Assoc. Prof. Anna Murawska – University of Szczecin, Poland
1. Assoc. Prof. Irena Polewczyk – University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland
1. Assoc. Prof. Dominika Provázková Stolinská – Palacký University Olomouc, Czechia
1. Assoc. Prof. Wojciech Walat – University of Rzeszów, Poland
1. Dr Anna Watoła – University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland
ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Co-chairs
1. Dr Anita Karyń – University of Szczecin, Poland
1. Dr Elizabeth Munyaya – Pwani University, Kilifi, Kenya
Members – doctoral candidates
1. Marcella Riwo Abudho – University of Szczecin, Poland
1. Oliwia Bator – University of Szczecin, Poland
1. Leszek Kulaszewicz – Polish University Abroad in London, United Kingdom
1. Florence Nelly Mtuweta – Pwani University, Kilifi, Kenya
1. Sabina Paleczna – University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland
1. Ezekiel Some – Pwani University, Kilifi, Kenya
1. Aneta Witosz – University of Szczecin, Poland
1. Klaudia Wolska – University of Silesia in Katowice, Poland
CONFERENCE PARTNERS – GUARDIAN PROJECT PARTNERS
1. University of Silesia in Katowice (US), Poland – project coordinator
1. University of Szczecin (USz), Poland
1. Palacký University Olomouc (UP), Czechia
1. Polish University Abroad in London (PUNO), United Kingdom
1. Pwani University (PU), Kilifi, Kenya
REGISTRATION AND CONTACT
To take part, please send the completed registration form (attached to this announcement) together with your abstract and biographical note by 25 October 2026 to: anita.karyn@usz.edu.pl
Dr Anita Karyń – Co-chair of the Organising Committee (University of Szczecin)
Any questions about the conference may be sent to the same address. We look forward to welcoming you!
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Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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